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Chrysalis Partnership Programme

"Chrysalis projects have 
an impact on thousands 
across London. During the 
last academic year alone, 
Highgate worked with 
51 schools on numerous 
events and over 3,500 
children from partner 
schools."
Adam Pettitt, Head

Our Chrysalis Programme involves 
Highgate teachers, with assistance from 
pupils where appropriate, delivering 
projects that range from summer schools 
to mentoring and revision, from university 
admissions test preparation (including 
Maths and Physics Aptitude Tests) to expert 
interview preparation for applications to 
Cambridge, Oxford and medical schools. 

To deliver our robust and rewarding 
programme to promote social mobility, 
over 80 Highgate teachers are involved in 
partnership teaching across 18 departments, 
either by giving timetabled classes, 
delivering sessions in partner schools or 
running events for partner school pupils and 
staff at Highgate. 

We share our facilities to borough and 
county sports events to support youth 
exercise in one of the most deprived parts 
of the country.  We have formed close bonds 
with Haringey Sport Development leading 
to members of staff running teams for the 
local borough and pupils in Athletics, Water 
Polo, Aquathlon, Rowing, Tennis, Hockey 
and Weightlifting.

For over ten years, Highgate 
School has been making 
a difference to the lives of 
thousands of pupils across our 
local community and in state 
education across London via our 
partnership programme called 
Chrysalis; we pride ourselves 
on sharing our expertise and 
resources.

Challenging misconceptions around the 
cost of independent education is more 
important than ever in a post COVID-19 and 
lockdown world. We understand that many 
more families find themselves in financially 
uncertain circumstances and may wrongly 
rule out considering an independent 
education as a possibility. 

Bursary Applications for Highgate School Welcome

Even before the coronavirus pandemic, 
being able to afford school fees, fearing 
an unwelcome environment or predicting 
expensive extras (such as school trips or 
musical instrument fees) were some of the 
common misconceptions that prevented 
children receiving the education they 
deserved.  

For more information on the support and 
assistance we may be able to offer, please 
get in touch via  
admissions@highgateschool.org.uk
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Highgate's decade of partnership 
teaching and unwavering 
dedication to social mobility 
was brought to bear with the 
establishment of the London 
Academy of Excellence free 
school in Tottenham (LAET), east 
Haringey in 2017.

The London Academy of Excellence 
in Tottenham (LAET)

As LAET’s lead educational sponsor, 
Highgate provides the full-time equivalent 
of almost 7 members of teaching staff. In 
August 2019, LAET’s first cohort completed 
their studies and pupils achieved 70% 
A*-B in their A-Levels. More than half 
of LAET students won places at Russell 
Group universities, compared to the 1% of 
Tottenham school leavers in 2017. 

"What they have done 
for disadvantaged pupils, 
getting them into good 
universities, is unbelievable"

TES Judge 2020

Winners of the Independent School of the 
Year in 2019 for Contribution to Social 
Mobility

Shortlisted for Contribution to Social 
Mobility in 2020 by the Independent 
School of the Year Awards (winners 
announced 8 October)

In August 2020, 9 pupils from LAET 
accepted offers from Oxford or Cambridge 
University for courses commencing in 
September 2020 and over two thirds secured 
places at Russell Group universities.

"The School’s ethos on 
humility and helping those 
in their wider community 
sets them apart. It was 
really important for me to 
see that my son and his 
peer group are aware of 
how lucky they are to be 
in receipt of an education 
at Highgate."
Parent
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Highgate has a longstanding relationship 
with the Haringey, Camden and Islington 
virtual schools through the Chrysalis 
Accelerator Project for Looked After 
Children (LAC). This helps looked-after 
children in Years 6 to 12 raise aspirations 
and develop world of work skills, 
attainment and confidence, leading to 
successful applications to higher education 
and into work. The programme consists of 
a Saturday series with small group tutorials 
and workshops, led by Highgate teachers 
and inspiring mentors, as well as university 
visits and engaging enrichment days led 
by industry professionals. The project 
emphasises a culture of high aspiration 
and self-confidence; it addresses gaps in 
educational attainment between looked-
after children and their non-looked-after 
peers, to raise their awareness of higher 
education and prepare them for the world 
of work.

In August 2020, Highgate School in 
partnership with the London Academy of 
Excellence Tottenham, delivered a unique 
summer school for 82 Year 10 students 
from across Haringey who have been most 
affected by prolonged school closures due 
to COVID-19. It aimed to provide some of 

Looked After Children (LAC)

Summer School Programme

Highgate School is a proud 
member of The London Fee 
Assistance Consortium (LFAC) 
and supports the groups ongoing 
ambition to raise awareness of 
the financial support available to 
students hoping to attend one of 
the top schools in London.

Support for Vulnerable Children

“When I joined Highgate’s pioneering 
Chrysalis partnership project six 
years ago there were few other schools 
devoting resource to this important 
school-to-school work. Now there 
are a substantial number of schools 
involved and partnership practitioners 
are being appointed—a new sector is 
forming before our eyes and Highgate 
was at its inception, thanks to the 
school’s belief in the need to be a part of 
a reflective community and the school 
leadership support for this visionary 
work.  I am immensely proud to work 
in such a progressive and forward-
thinking school and excited to see how 
we can continue to use the strength 
of partnerships to tackle society’s 
challenges.” 

Sarah Butterworth 
Director of Community Partnerships

In the 2019-2020 academic year, 20 young 
people took part in 8 sessions at Highgate 
School, including visits to King's College, 
London and Central Saint Martins 
(University of the Arts London).
Each session featured an academic 
enrichment opportunity focused around 
the theme of creativity. Sessions were 
delivered by Highgate teachers of Design, 
Technology and Engineering, English 
and Music in addition to an Architecture 
workshop led by a parent of a Highgate 
pupil. During each session, the young 
people engaged with a bespoke programme 
of child-centred therapy, which utilised the 
creative arts as a way for the young people 
to express themselves.

Covid-19 Support: 
Highgate is Here

Highgate is Here is a charity project 
dedicated to ensuring that Highgate School 
has the most positive impact possible on our 
community during the COVID-19 crisis and 
beyond.

Over the Summer, we have taken part in 
a number of fundraising initiatives, from 
our Heads ‘Laps for Laptops’ marathon, 
where £70,000 was raised to buy over 300 
laptops for state school Year 12 pupils, to 
opening our School field to the public for 
daily exercise, to the Hardship fund set up to 
support families at LAET who have needed 
money to help pay for essential living costs 
such as food and utility bills. 

the borough’s most disadvantaged students 
with the opportunity to get back into a 
school environment for the first time since 
March and make up for lost learning before 
transitioning into Year 11 in September. 
The students, who were nominated by 
their teachers, were able to catch up in 
Biology, Chemistry, English, Mathematics 
and Physics, take part in careers and 
employability workshops and learn new 
skills and hobbies such as textile craft and 
circus skills, with a focus on supporting 
their wellbeing. The LAET cohort took 
part in a debating day inside Tottenham 
Hotspur’s stadium, the first of its kind. 
The day was designed to empower young 
people to develop and express their views 
on social issues, with students debating 
the re-opening of schools, policing and 
drug culture. This year’s Chrysalis Summer 
School took place ‘in-person’, following 
social distancing risk assessments put in 
place for internal pupils.
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